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An Analysis of Seventeenth-Century Dotonbori’s Development Utilizing
Recently Discovered Documents

YAGI Shigeru

The Dotonbori Canal, which was located on early modern Osaka’s southern edge, was completed in 1615.
Soon thereafter, buildings were constructed on both sides of the canal. A collection of early Edo-era
landholding records, including land registers, were recently discovered at the home of one of the descendants of
the Yasui House, one of the families that was deeply involved in Dotonbori’s development. Utilizing these
records, this article reexamines the process whereby Dotonbori and the surrounding area was developed.
Initially, a 3,400-meter area on the northern and southern sides of the canal was developed. However, vacant
lots appeared in large numbers on the neighborhood’s eastern and western edges, and these lots were reclassified
as taxable land (nenguchi). The redevelopment of this taxable land began around 1640. The Yasui House, the
Hirano House, and influential residents of Kozu and Kami-namba Villages were involved in the redevelopment
effort. By the 1650s, the development of every part of Dotonbori, excluding the southern side of the
neighborhood’s western part, had been completed. In addition, by the time that land registers were composed
in 1679, a redrawing of the boundaries between Dotonbori’s rear cho and individual cho in the Shimanouchi
neighborhood had been carried out and the boundary lines of the eight cho on both sides of the Dotonbori Canal
(kawa-haccho) over which the Yasui Family exerted special authority had been formally established. The

various cho in Dotonbori and the surrounding area traced their own unique course of development.

(25)






