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A note on the ownership and relocation of Osaka Kurayashiki

MAMETANI Hiroyuki

Osaka Kura Yashiki were warehouse residence complex built by Hans (Fief domains in early modern period) in Osaka.
Unlike the Daimyo (feudal lord)’s mansion in Edo, they were installed because of the necessity for each Han. So they
were built, closed, and moved according as the each Han’s reasons. As Hans were not able to own domain in Osaka, the
Tokugawa Shogun’s territory, they officially borrowed citizen’s houses for using as Kura Yashiki. But in fact, many Hans

possessed own Kura Yashiki, and sometimes bought or sold them. Such circumstance was the advantage of Osaka’s

economical development.
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