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The construction of Naniwa palace and the supply of lumbers

SAKAEHARA Towao

An enormous amount of building materials must have been deployed for the construction of the early and late phases
of Naniwa palace. However, little is known about the details. No preceding studies are available on where the lumbers
have come from. In this report, by focusing on umbrella pine, a characteristic wood used in constructing Naniwa palace,
| have demonstrated a possibility that the timber might have been produced in Harima Prefecture and the western part of
Settsu Prefecture. From there, lumbers were shipped down along major rivers of the area by rafts, and, then, were trans-
ported by sea to Naniwa by marine rafts to provide building materials for the Naniwa palace and other structures. They
were aso transported farther up along the Yodo River to be used in Heiankyo and Heijokyo as well as other surrounding
buildings. In considering a new distribution channel of lumbers from Harima Prefecture and the western part of Settsu

Prefecture, it is necessary to reexamine the economic role and urban function of Naniwa area as the collection and distri-

bution center for lumbers.



