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Branch Families of a Banker : Zenisa

ITSUMI Kiichiro and YAGI Shigeru

A new document was found after the publication of A Bank in Osaka: Studies on Zenisa (University of Tokyo Press,
2014) and the related exhibition at Osaka Museum of History. It illustrates not only the family history of Zenisa but
many personal histories of the relatives and the employers. Branch families were established by them. These newly—es-
tablished families were independent of Zenisa but at the same time endeavoured to maintain each other. They were ex-
pected to be inherited by their descendants, and Zenisa occasionally intervened in the inheritances. This paper describes
the developments and declines of each family and discusses how the contemporaries grasped the relationship between

the main family and its branches.
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