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Orphanages during the Meiji period and
the establishment of Kosaikai Foundation

[IDA Naoki

Founded in 1912, Osaka’s first comprehensive relief facility, the Kosaikai Foundation (currently Osaka City Kosaiin),
has traditionally been evaluated as an affiliated organization of Osaka City. However, from the standpoint of understanding
the Kosaikai as a type of police social business, this paper examined the background of the establishment of the Kosaikai
by focusing on the trends of the Ministry of Interior (Ogawa Shigejiro) and the Osaka Prefectural Police Department
in response to it, together with the city of Osaka. As a result, this paper clarified the following. The move toward the
establishment of the Kosaikai in Osaka City was interrupted by a corruption case involving donations after the Great Fire
of the North (1909) and the long absence of the mayor. On the other hand, after the promulgation of the Imperial Rescript
on medicine and relief in 1911, Ogawa and police officials became involved in the establishment of the Kosaikai, which
added the character of Buraku measures and the elements of childcare business to the Kosaikai business. At the same time,
in the first half of this paper, we examined the actual situation of orphanage raising at orphanages in the Meiji era such
as Sakai Aiikusha, where the inmates were taken over by the Kosaikai, and mentioned the meaning of establishing the

Kosaikai for orphans.
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